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November 3, 2025 
 
Niels Tygesen 
Planner  
Town of Ulysses 
Building, Code, Planning & Zoning Department 
10 Elm Street 
Trumansburg, NY 14886 
 
RE:  Sketch Plan Review 
 Site Improvements 

1191 Taughannock Boulevard 
  
Dear Niels, 
 
I am working with Maureen Foley and Jason Brenner on an application to replace a set of wooden stairs 
at their lakefront cottage at 1191 Taughannock Boulevard. The stairs rise 40’ from the west side of the 
cottage to an upper parking area which sits atop a cliff. The cliff has seen shale erosion over the years, 
and the stairs need replacement. In order to get small construction machinery to the rear of the cottage, 
shaving off of a portion of the shale bank between 1191 and 1195 Taughannock Boulevard will be 
required. Most construction equipment and materials will need to be brought in by barge so the front 
lawn and landscaped area between 1191 and 1195 will be disturbed. These areas will be restored to 
their original condition and grade once the work at the rear of the cottage is complete. All loose shale 
material, rock, and old retaining walls will be removed to clear the way for the new stairs. 
 
Stormwater and Erosion Controls 
This project will not create new impervious surfaces, so a stormwater plan has not been provided. Silt 
logs will be installed around the catch basin in the upper parking lot and along the seawall as shown on 
the drawings to prevent sediments from entering the lake.  
 
Floodplains 
The 100-year base flood elevation is 385.6 per the most recent FEMA flood mapping and is shown on 
the site plans. All work west of the cottage is above the 100-year flood elevation. The east 
lawn/landscaped area and a portion of the north lawn/landscaped area fall below the 100-year flood 
elevation and will be disturbed during construction for access to the rear of the cottage. These areas will 
be restored to original condition and grade thus resulting in no fill being placed in the floodplain. A 
Floodplain Development Permit will be filed for review by all appropriate reviewing agencies.  
 
Wetlands 
There are no mapped wetlands on the site, but Cayuga Lake is listed as a Federal Wetland. No work is 
proposed within Cayuga Lake or below the Mean High Water Mark. Requests for letters of No Permit 
Required or No Jurisdiction have been filed with State and Federal agencies. 
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Agricultural Data Statement 
Certain lands in the Town of Ulysses lie in an area that has been designated as an Agricultural District. 
Section 283-a of the New York State Town Law requires any application for a Special Permit, Site Plan, 
Use Variance or Subdivision on property within such a District containing a farm operation or on 
property with boundaries within five hundred (500) feet of a farm operation located in such a District to 
include an Agricultural Data Statement.  
 
1191 Taughannock Boulevard does not contain a farm operation but is within 500’ of Tax Parcel 32.-2-
3.25 which is in Tompkins County Agricultural District 2. Tax Parcel 32.-2-3.25 does not contain a farm 
operation, so an Agricultural Data Statement is not required. See images below. 
 

 
Yellow Outlined Lots are in Ag District 2 

1191 Taughannock is Outlined in Cyan to the East 
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Tax Parcel 32.-2-3.25 is in Ag District 2 but Not Farmed 
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Tax Parcel 32.-2-3.25 is within 500’ of 1191 Taughannock 

 
 

I look forward to presenting the project to the Planning Board on behalf of Maureen and Jason at the 
December 2nd, 2025 meeting. 
 
Sincerely.  
 

 
 
Andrew J. Sciarabba, P.E.      
Owner/Principal Engineer 
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KATHY HOCHUL
Governor

KATHY MOSER
Acting Commissioner

November 13, 2025

Maureen Foley
Property Owner
6975 Meadowpoint Terrace
New Market, MD 21774

Re: SEQRA
Site Improvements - 1191 Taughannock Boulevard
1191 Taughannock Blvd, Ulysses, NY 14850
25PR10542

Dear Maureen Foley:

Thank you for requesting the comments of the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation (OPRHP). We have reviewed the project in accordance with the New York State
Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (Section 14.09 of the New York Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law). These comments are those of the OPRHP and relate only to Historic/Cultural
resources. They do not include potential environmental impacts to New York State Parkland that
may be involved in or near your project.

Based upon this review, it is the opinion of OPRHP that no properties, including archaeological
and/or historic resources, listed in or eligible for the New York State and National Registers of
Historic Places will be impacted by this project.

If further correspondence is required regarding this project, please be sure to refer to the
OPRHP Project Review (PR) number noted above. If you have any questions, please contact
Bradley Russell at the following email address:

Bradley.Russell@parks.ny.gov

Sincerely,

R. Daniel Mackay

Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation
Division for Historic Preservation

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Division for Historic Preservation, Peebles Island, PO Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189

(518) 237-8643 • https://parks.ny.gov/shpo

mailto:Bradley.Russell@parks.ny.gov





