
 

 

145 Culver Road, Suite 160, Rochester, NY 14620 • 585.381.9250 

MRBGroup.com 

 

February 27, 2026 

Katelin Olson – Town Supervisor 

Town of Ulysses 

10 Elm Street 

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

Re: Proposal for Professional Services 

Town of Ulysses Reynolds Road Culverts Hydrologic and Hydraulic Evaluation 2026 

  

Dear Katelin, 

MRB Group is pleased to provide the Town with this proposal for Professional Services to assist with the 

Reynolds Road Culverts Hydrologic and Hydraulic (H&H) Evaluation. The Town of Ulysses Engineering 

Feasibility study titled Town of Ulysses Culvert Replacement Project Dated June 2024, recommended 

that the Town further investigate drainage areas for the culverts that are suspected to be hydraulically 

undersized. The Reynolds Road Parallel Culverts were evaluated and identified as being an undersized 

system, with structural deficiencies. The proposed increase in culvert size may impact downstream 

properties, therefore further evaluation is needed for the areas downstream of the Reynolds Road 

culverts to the next property downstream of the culvert area (5250 Podunk Road) which is nearly 800LF 

downstream.    

Should other culverts or drainage channels downstream of the Reynolds Road Culverts be determined to 

be undersized due to the proposed increase in culvert opening for Reynolds Road, the Town would be 

able to plan accordingly based on this understanding of the full implications of increasing the Reynolds 

culvert size. However, with the information readily available to MRB – it does not appear that there is a 

supplemental culvert between the Reynolds Road Culvert and 5250 Podunk Road. 

By completing this Hydrologic and Hydraulic (H & H) Evaluation, it is our opinion that the Town’s Water 

Quality Improvement Project (WQIP) Program Grant Application may be in a better position for an award 

as the Hydrologic and Hydraulic Evaluation will be a requirement of the project as part of the final 

approval process; so these efforts will not be wasted and will further support the grant application. 

https://mrbgroup.com/
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I. Background/Understanding 

The June 2024 Report identified the existing parallel culverts at Reynolds Road East of the 

intersection with Podunk Road, are undersized for 50-year and 100-year storm events. The Town has 

identified that the stream has nearly overtopped the road before. The lack of hydraulic capacity that 

these culverts provide presents a risk to existing infrastructure in the area near the culvert, and these 

limitations are evidence that the structure has reached the end of its useful life. The report evaluated 

upsizing the system at Reynolds Road. The new culvert would be adequate for a 100-year storm 

event while also improving the aquatic connectivity of the stream. This report detailing the proposed 

improvements will also follow technical reference guidelines for culvert repair/replacement projects for 

Nonpoint Source Program Funding.  

The limits of the evaluation will begin at the Reynolds Road and extend downstream to 5250 Podunk 

Road.  Upstream evaluation of the area will be 100 – 150 LF so that proper topographic information is 

defined to understand pre- and post-construction water elevations. 

Our evaluation is based on the following assumptions and available data. 

• Our evaluation area is approximately 1,000 linear feet of drainage channel with the twin 

culverts being the only culverts known and required for analysis in this stretch. 

• The existing hydrology data from the Engineering Feasibility Study dated June 2024 titled 

“Culvert Replacement Project”.  Evaluation of the post-construction improvements will be 

based on the culvert dimensions identified in the June 2024 report (referenced herein). 

• Using Flow rates identified in the approved engineering report, no new hydrology calculations 

for the evaluation area are proposed at this time. 

• Field work will be performed to complete a limited topographic survey of the evaluation area 

and review the existing culverts at Reynolds Road. Survey data to include, topographic 

elevation data, cross sections every 100 ft, and existing culvert/bridge details downstream of 

Reynolds Road. Culvert invert elevations to be collected by MRB Group or subconsultant 

thereof. 
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• Our evaluation will identify the net benefits for the following improvements: 

o Replacement of Reynolds Roads Culverts to pass a 100-year storm event with a 

three-sided culvert as proposed in the June 2024 report. 

o Evaluate downstream channel improvement options to improve existing conditions 

and/or negate effect resulting from an increase in the capacity of the Reynolds Road 

Culvert.  Those improvements will only be considered if it is determined that: 

a) Increase in culvert size negatively impacts downstream properties. 

b) Channel modifications conceptually appear to improve flooding. 

• We note that this channel is a Class C tributary, therefore any proposed future work activities 

occurring within this drainage channel would require regulatory permitting and approvals.  

The cost of this project will be a significant burden on the Town residents. If authorized, the WQIP 

application would be made in an attempt to provide grant funds for the project, limiting the financial 

impact of the project on residents. As the 2026 guidance has not been released, this proposal is 

based on 2025 guidance and assumes there will be no significant changes to the program. In 2025, 

this program provided up to a maximum grant funding award of $1,000,000 for culvert 

repair/replacement or aquatic connectivity projects and would require a 25% Local Match. 

II. Scope of Services and Compensation 

A. Surveying and Mapping 

1. Conduct topographic field survey along the channel evaluation area, at the Reynolds Road 

Culverts. Prior to fieldwork, review Reynolds Road utilities and record mapping Survey data 

to include, topographic elevation data, cross sections of every 100 feet, and existing culvert 

details downstream of Reynolds Road crossing. UFPO Design ticket coordination with 

County and Town regarding existing utility data.  MRB may solicit alternate licensed 

surveying consultants to assist with the field work at our discretion. 

2. Develop approximate right-of-way and property lines based on the County tax mapping. The 

actual right-of-way survey is not included. 
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3. Supplement base mapping with aerial imagery. Create River Analysis System (RAS) Mapper 

surface. 

4. Prepare base mapping in AutoCAD. 

Subtotal of A ..................................................................................................................... $7,500.00 

B. Project Approach 

1. Review the 2024 Town of Ulysses Culvert Report for hydrology data to use in the analysis. 

Project Set-up with HEC-RAS and input data from report. 

2. Create alignment and cross sections to use in the evaluation area. Establish existing 

mannings ‘n’ values along channel and banks. 

3. Prepare HEC-RAS hydraulic model for the existing channel including culverts for Reynolds 

Road and the limits of the channel 450LF upstream and 1000 LF downstream. These efforts 

will help to define base or existing conditions. 

4. Create flood mapping for the existing conditions within the evaluation area. 

5. Prepare a HEC-RAS hydraulic model for replacing the Reynolds Road culverts and then 

review the potential impacts within the evaluation area. MRB will take this evaluation and 

update the flood mapping base in the file. Evaluation is to be based on the 100-year storm 

event based on the Streamstat data documented in the June 2024 Report. 

6. Meet with the Town to review findings and the potential channel improvement options. This 

meeting will result in a consensus on the approach that will be used in the future design of 

the Reynolds Road Culvert improvement project. 

7. Prepare an H&H technical memo for the Reynolds Road Culvert improvements, outlining 

findings/impacts, update opinion of probable cost, and recommended options for channel 

improvements (if necessary or recommended). 

8. Provide Town with final report to be attached and submitted with the WQIP Grant Application 

to further support the project needs. 

Subtotal of B ................................................................................................................... $13,500.00 
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C. Grant Writing 

Working with the community, MRB Group will prepare a complete and competitive application for 

the Town. Tasks to be coordinated and assembled as part of the grant writing services will 

include: 

 

WQIP Non-Agricultural Non-Point Source Abatement: 

1. Application Questionnaire and Budget 

2. Environmental Review Documents & Findings, if applicable 

3. Enhanced Flood Hazard Area Mapping 

4. Project Area Photos 

5. USGS or DOT Planimetric Map 

6. Land Ownership/Land Use Agreement Documentation, if applicable 

7. Local, State, and Federal Planning Documents 

8. Coordination of Letters of Support 

9. Best Management Practice Detail Form 

10. North American Aquatic Connection Collaborative (NAACC) Project Score Analysis 

Subtotal of C ..................................................................................................................... $6,000.00 

Total Compensation (Lump Sum) ................................................................................ $27,000.00 

The cost figure shown above represents our lump sum amount. Any additional work beyond this 

fee and outside the scope of this proposal would be reviewed with the Client. MRB Group will 

submit monthly statements for services rendered during each invoicing period based on the 

efforts performed during that period. MRB Group hourly rates are subject to annual adjustment. 

III. Additional Services 

The following items (not included in the above scope of services) can be provided on a personnel 

time-charge basis, but would only be performed upon receipt of your authorization:  

A. State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) documentation/coordination. 

B. Geotechnical Investigation. 

C. Regulatory investigations, reviews, approvals or permitting 
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D. Wetland delineation, biological investigation, surveys, or reports.

E. Other environmental investigations, surveys, reports.

F. Additional downstream analysis of other culverts beyond Reynolds Road Culverts.

G. Boundary survey of right-of-way.

H. Easement maps and descriptions.

I. Design, bidding, or construction phase services.

IV. Commencement of Work

Upon receipt of the signed proposal, MRB Group will begin work on the project. 

V. Professional Services Agreement

Attached hereto and made part of this Agreement are MRB Group’s Professional Services 

Agreement. 

If this proposal is acceptable to you, please sign where indicated and return one copy to our office. Thank 

you for your consideration of our firm. We look forward to working with you on this very important project. 

Sincerely, 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Matthew McKenna James J. Oberst, P.E. 

Project Manager III Executive Vice President/C.O.O. 

https://mrbgroup365.sharepoint.com/sites/Proposals/Shared Documents/New York/Ulysses, Town of/O-26-xxxx Twin Reynolds Road Culverts 

H&H/Ulysses,NY-Reynolds Rd Culverts H&H.Proposal-2.12.2026.docx 

Proposal Accepted By: 

_______________________________   _______________________   ____________________ 

Signature    Title              Date 



  

 

MRB GROUP ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE & SURVEYING, D.P.C. 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
 

This Professional Services Agreement (the “Agreement”) is between 
MRB Group Engineering, Architecture & Surveying, D.P.C. (“MRB 
Group”) and Client (as defined in the Proposal) (“Client”) (MRB Group 
and Client together are defined as “Parties” and each, a “Party”).  MRB 
Group shall provide Client with services set forth in the Proposal (the 
“Services”) under the terms set forth herein.   
 
1. CLIENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
a. Project Information. Client will provide MRB Group all information 

required to perform the Services, including but not limited to 
requirements, design objectives and constraints, design and 
construction standards, budgetary limitations, data, reports, surveys, 
instructions, and any other information pertinent to the Services 
and/or project, as applicable.  Client represents and warrants that it 
will provide MRB Group with any information known to or suspected 
by Client regarding the existence or possible existence of any 
hazardous materials or pollutants. 

b. Right of Entry. Client shall provide right of entry for MRB Group, its 
employees, subconsultants, and agents, and all necessary 
equipment to complete work.  MRB Group will take reasonable 
precautions to minimize damage to property.  Client understands that 
in the normal course of work some damage may occur, and the repair, 
restoration or remediation are not part of this Agreement.   

c. Ownership of Property. Client represents that it owns the property 
upon which the Services will be provided. 

 
2. MRB GROUP SERVICES 
a. Scope of Services and Standard of Care. MRB Group’s Services 

will be performed on behalf of and solely for the exclusive use of Client 
for the purposes set forth in the Proposal and for no other purpose.  
The standard of care for all professional engineering and architectural 
related Services performed or furnished by MRB Group under this 
Agreement will be the care and skill ordinarily used by members of 
the subject profession practicing under similar circumstances at the 
same time and in the same locality.  MRB Group makes no 
warranties, express or implied, under this Agreement, the Proposal or 
otherwise, in connection with any Services performed for or furnished 
by MRB Group.  MRB Group shall not be required to sign any 
document that would result in MRB Group having to certify, guarantee 
or warrant conditions whose existence MRB Group cannot ascertain 
within the scope of Services.  Client agrees not to make any dispute 
with MRB Group, including invoice disputes, in any way contingent 
upon MRB Group signing any such document. 

b. Compliance with Law. MRB Group will comply with laws, codes and 
standards applicable to the project and the Services as of the effective 
date of this Agreement or the issuance of Documents, whichever is 
later. 

c. Opinions of Probable Construction Cost. MRB Group’s opinions 
of probable construction cost (if any) are to be made on the basis of 
MRB Group’s experience, qualifications, and general familiarity with 
the construction industry.  While MRB Group will use diligence in 
preparing such costs, it has no control over the cost of labor, 
materials, equipment, or services furnished by others, contractors’ 
methods of determining prices, or competitive bidding or market 
conditions.  MRB Group cannot and does not guarantee that 
proposals, bids, or actual construction costs will not vary from 
opinions of probable construction costs prepared by MRB Group.  If 
Client requires greater assistance as to probable construction costs, 
Client agrees to obtain an independent cost estimate. 

d. Opinions of Total Project Costs. The Services, if any, of MRB 
Group with respect to total project costs will be limited to assisting 
Client in tabulating the various categories provided by Client that 
comprise total project costs.  MRB Group assumes no responsibility 

for the accuracy or completeness of any opinions of total project 
costs. 

e. Subcontracting. MRB Group may retain subcontractors or 
subconsultants as MRB Group deems necessary to assist in the 
performance of the Services. 
 

3. INVOICES AND PAYMENT 
Client will pay MRB Group for Services relating to the period during 
which Services are performed in accordance with the fees and 
estimates set forth in the Proposal.  Invoices will be submitted on a 
periodic basis, or upon completion of Services, as indicated in the 
Proposal.  All invoices are due within thirty (30) days of receipt.  Any 
invoice remaining unpaid after thirty (30) days will bear interest from 
such date at 1.5 percent per month or at the maximum rate permitted 
by law, if less.  If Client fails to pay any invoice when due, MRB Group 
may, at any time, and without waiving any other rights or claims 
against Client and without thereby incurring any liability to Client, elect 
to suspend or terminate performance of Services upon ten (10) days’ 
prior written notice to Client.  Client agrees to promptly advise MRB 
Group in writing of any good faith disputed amounts included in an 
invoice, but in no event later than the invoice due date.  Client must 
pay all undisputed amounts in accordance with this Agreement.  MRB 
Group reserves the right to withhold stamped drawings produced for 
any phase of a project under the terms of this Agreement until all 
invoices billed up until such point have been paid in full. 
 

4. ELECTRONIC TRANSMITTALS 
When transmitting Documents (as defined below) electronically, the 
transmitting Party makes no representations as to long term 
compatibility, usability, or readability of the Documents resulting from 
the receiving Party’s use of software applications, operating systems, 
or computer hardware differing from those used in the drafting or 
transmittal of the electronic Documents.  

 
5. TERMINATION 

This Agreement may be terminated by either Party upon written notice 
in the event of substantial failure by the other Party to perform in 
accordance with this Agreement or applicable Proposal through no 
fault of the other Party that is not cured within thirty (30) days of 
receipt of notice.  If this Agreement is so terminated, within fifteen (15) 
days of such termination, Client shall pay MRB Group for all Services 
rendered through the date of termination and all reimbursable 
expenses. 
 

6. LIABILITY; INDEMNITY 
a. Limitation of Liability. Except due to MRB Group’s gross negligence 

or willful misconduct, in no event shall MRB Group’s aggregate 
liability arising out of or relating to this Agreement, any attachment or 
Proposal exceed the fees paid for such affected Proposal.  In no event 
shall MRB Group be liable under this Agreement, any attachment or 
Proposal to Client or any third party for consequential, indirect, 
special, exemplary, punitive, or enhanced damages arising out of, 
relating to or in connection with this Agreement, any attachment or 
Proposal regardless of (a) whether such damages were foreseeable, 
(b) whether or not such party was advised of the possibility of such 
damages and (c) the legal and equitable theory (contract, tort or 
otherwise) upon which the claim is based.  MRB Group is neither 
responsible for construction means, methods, techniques, sequences 
or procedures, time of performance, programs, or for any safety 
precautions in connection with the construction work, nor for any 
contractor’s failure to execute the work in accordance with the 
Documents. 
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b. Indemnity. Client agrees to indemnify and hold MRB Group, its 
officers, directors, shareholders, employees, agents, subcontractors 
and/or subconsultants harmless from all claims, damages, liabilities 
and costs, including attorneys’ fees, resulting from Client’s acts or 
omissions under this Agreement or a Proposal. 
 

7. OWNERSHIP OF DOCUMENTS; RECORDS RETENTION 
a. Ownership. All drawings, specifications, data, reports and other 

documents and/or deliverables prepared by MRB Group 
(“Documents”) are instruments of service.  MRB Group retains all 
common law, statutory and intellectual property rights (including 
copyrights) to all Documents.  Client may make and retain copies of 
Documents for information and reference for use with the applicable 
project.  MRB Group grants Client a license to use the Documents on 
the applicable project only.  Any reuse or modification of the 
Documents shall be permitted only with the express prior written 
consent of MRB Group.  Proper credit shall be given to MRB Group 
wherever the Documents, or portions thereof, are reproduced.  Any 
other reuse or modifications are at Client’s risk and full legal 
responsibility.  Client agrees to indemnify and hold harmless MRB 
Group, its officers, directors, shareholders, employees, agents, 
subcontractors and/or subconsultants from all claims, damages, 
liabilities and costs, including attorneys’ fees, arising out of or 
resulting from any reuse or modification of the Documents without the 
prior written consent of MRB Group. 

b. Records Retention. MRB Group shall maintain on file a legible form, 
for a period of six (6) years following completion or termination of its 
Services, or such other period as required by applicable law, all 
relevant documents related to MRB Group’s Services or pertinent to 
MRB Group’s performance under this Agreement.  Upon Client’s 
written request, MRB Group shall provide Client with a copy of any 
such item, at cost, during such time period.   
 

8. INSURANCE   
MRB Group maintains insurance at its expense that is customary and 
reasonable for the Services to be provided herein.  MRB Group 
agrees to provide a Certificate of Insurance to Client reflecting such 
coverage.  Client agrees to maintain all applicable insurance in the 
forms of property, casualty and liability insurance coverage required 
for the project, and agrees to indemnify and hold MRB Group, its 
officers, directors, shareholders, employees, agents, subcontractors 
and/or subconsultants harmless from all claims, damages, liabilities 
and costs, including attorneys’ fees, arising as a result of a personal 
injury, death, or property damage occurring at the project site, or in 
areas otherwise under the control of Client. 
 

9. FEES REQUIRED FROM JURISDICTIONAL AGENCIES 
MRB Group is not responsible for nor do the fees in the Proposal 
include fees or payments required by jurisdictional agencies.  Client 
agrees to pay all application, entrance, recording and/or service fees 
required by said agencies.   
 

10.FORCE MAJEURE. Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or 
failure to carry out or make continuously available its obligations 
under this Agreement if such delay or failure is actual, inadvisable 
and/or commercially impractical due to any cause beyond such 
Party’s reasonable control, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable (a 
“Force Majeure Event”).  The Party affected by the Force Majeure 
Event must give notice to the other Party of such event.  During the 
Force Majeure Event, the Parties will negotiate changes to this 
Agreement in good faith to address the Force Majeure Event in a fair 
and equitable manner and will extend any timelines for completion by 
a period of time reasonably necessary to overcome the effects of the 
Force Majeure Event.  The impacted Party shall not be liable for any 
loss, costs or damages resulting from such delay or failure to perform 
its obligations under this Agreement. 

 
 
 

11.PUBLICITY 
MRB Group has the right to photograph the project associated with 
the Services and to use the photos taken by MRB Group, Client 
and/or professional photographers in the promotion of its professional 
practice through advertising, social media, public relations, proposals, 
presentations, brochures or other marketing materials in any form of 
media.  Should additional photos be needed in the future, Client 
agrees to provide reasonable access to the facility/site, as applicable.  
Client also agrees to cite the name of MRB Group in all publicity, 
presentations and public relations activities that mention the name of 
the facility, site, project, and the like and to be a reference for MRB 
Group.   

 
12.MISCELLANEOUS 
a. Independent Contractor. It is understood and acknowledged that 

the services provided by MRB Group hereunder shall be in the 
capacity of an independent contractor, and not as an employee or 
agent of Client, and that MRB Group will neither hold itself out as, nor 
make claim to be an officer or employee of Client. 

b. Binding Effect; Assignment. This Agreement is binding upon and 
inures to the benefit of the Parties hereto and their respective 
permitted successors and assigns.  Neither Party may assign its rights 
and/or delegate its obligations under this Agreement without the prior 
written consent of the other Party.  Any attempted assignment or 
delegation in violation of the foregoing shall be null and void and of 
no force or effect. 

c. Governing Law; Dispute Resolution. This Agreement shall in all 
respects be governed by and construed under the laws of the State of 
New York without regard to conflict of law principles.  The Parties 
agree to resolve all disputes arising out of or relating to this 
Agreement or the Proposal (“Dispute”) in good faith for a period of 
thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of notice by the non-disputing 
Party.  If the Dispute is not resolved in such thirty (30) day period, the 
Parties agree to submit any unsettled claims, counterclaims, or the 
like regarding the Dispute to mediation.  The Parties agree to 
participate in a confidential mediation promptly, in good faith, with a 
mutually agreed upon mediator, where the cost of the mediation is 
borne equally by both Parties.  If the Parties fail to resolve the Dispute 
through negotiations or mediation, then the Parties agree that any 
claim or dispute arising under this Agreement shall be resolved by a 
court located in Monroe County, New York.   

d. Entire Agreement. This Agreement, including all attachments and 
Proposals, constitutes the complete and exclusive agreement and 
understanding between the Parties in respect of the matters dealt with 
herein and supersedes and preempts any prior and 
contemporaneous understandings, agreements or representations by 
the parties, written or oral, with respect to the subject matter hereof in 
any way. 

e. Amendments. This Agreement may only be amended, modified or 
supplemented by an agreement in writing signed by an authorized 
representative of each Party hereto. 

f. Survival. Subject to the limitations and other provisions of this 
Agreement, all representations and warranties of a Party, as well as 
Sections 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 (the “Surviving Clauses”), shall 
survive the expiration or termination of this Agreement for a period of 
six (6) years thereafter (the “Survival Period”).  The parties must file 
any action arising directly or indirectly from the Surviving Clauses (an  
“Action”) no later than the last day of the Survival Period.  The parties 
waive the right to file an Action under any longer statute of limitations.  
All other provisions of this Agreement shall not survive the expiration 
or termination of this Agreement. 

g. Notice. Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement, whenever notice 
is required to be given by law or this Agreement, such notice shall be 
in writing and may be given personally (by hand delivery or by same-
day courier with confirmed receipt), by electronic means (with 
confirmation of receipt), certified or registered mail (in each case, 
return receipt requested, postage prepaid) or by a guaranteed 
nationally recognized overnight courier.  Notice shall be effective upon 
receipt by the receiving Party pursuant to the terms herein.   
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To:  MRB Group Engineering, Architecture & Surveying, D.P.C. 
       145 Culver Road, Suite 160 
       Rochester, New York 14620 
       Attention:  Chief Legal Officer 
 
To Client:  (As set forth in the Proposal) 
 

h. Waiver. Any waiver by either Party of a breach of any provision of 
this Agreement will not operate as or be construed to be a waiver of 
any other breach of such provision or of any breach of any other 
provision of this Agreement.  The failure of a Party to insist upon strict 
adherence to any term of this Agreement on one or more occasions 
will neither be considered a waiver nor deprive that Party of any right 
thereafter to insist upon strict adherence to that term or any other 
term of this Agreement.  Any waiver must be in writing and signed by 
the Party so waiving. 

i. Severability. If any provision of this Agreement shall be held invalid, 
illegal or unenforceable, the validity, legality and enforceability of the 
remaining provisions shall be unimpaired, and the rights, remedies 
and obligations of the Parties shall be construed and enforced as if 
the Agreement did not contain the particular provision(s) held to be 
invalid, illegal or unenforceable, unless to do so would contravene the 
present valid and legal intent of the Parties.    

 

 

 


